
DRIVING TIPS FOR ESPIRITU SANTO 
 
WHICH SIDE OF THE ROAD? 
Your main issue in Santo is making sure you drive on the right side of the road 
(literally)! It’s the opposite to Australia and New Zealand. So it’s important to 
constantly check your road position, especially when you are turning from a T-
intersection or pulling out onto the road from a parked area. We recommend the 
passenger in the front seat be vigilant and enforce the “Think Right Rule”. 
 
TRAFFIC 
Most of the traffic on Santo roads consists of transports, taxis and tourist buses. This 
is mainly centred in and around Luganville.  
 
AVOID TOWN ON FRIDAYS 
As a general rule, avoid Luganville on a Friday afternoon/night as this is when 
everyone gets paid, hits town, goes shopping and parties and often traffic and road 
rules go a little crazy. 
 
PETROL STATIONS 
Always try and fill up at the petrol stations in Luganville as there are no other petrol 
stations farther up the coast (only small local shops that sell bottles of fuel for 
outrageous prices!). The dual cab takes diesel. 
 
SEATBELTS AND UTE TRAY PASSENGERS  
Santo law does not require you to wear seatbelts (but we recommend you do for 
safety anyway) and it is legal for passengers to ride in the back tray of the ute. We 
can’t stress enough how important it is to do this safely. Do not overload the tray with 
too many people. Do not stand up in the back or sit on the sides when the vehicle is 
travelling at speed. Too many people have ended up with serious injuries as the 
result of being thrown from a ute after a driver has hit the brakes. 
 
SEALED ROADS VS DIRT 
Santo is a huge island – over 4000km2. However, most of it is mountainous and 
inaccessible. There is basically only one sealed road on the whole island (the 
Champagne Highway) and this runs from Luganville up the east coast to Port Olry. 
It’s a distance of around 60km, and the speed limit varies from 50km/h in town to 
80km/h out on the open road. There are no traffic lights and very little signage 
anywhere. When in doubt stop and ask a local! 
 
ALLOWED DRIVING AREAS 
The rest of the roads on Santo are all gravel and mostly very rough. We allow you 
take the dual cab along any reasonable dirt roads from the Malo Landing Bridge 
(South of Luganville) to Port Olry, along the flat area of the east coast of Santo.  
 
AVOID INLAND ROADS 
We do not allow nor recommend that you go on any of the inland/mountain roads 
without a driver/guide as they are very rough, prone to flooding and branch off in all 
directions with no signage (so very easy to get lost). Also your insurance does not 
cover damage to wheels, tyres, undercarriage or windscreens. So making the wrong 
choice here could be a very costly decision! 



 
SECURITY 
Santo has very little crime and is generally a safe place, but there are the 
occasionally opportunistic thieves, so make sure to lock up your car and avoid 
leaving gear in the back tray of the cab - don’t make it easy for them!  
 
TROPICAL WEATHER 
Like anywhere in the tropics, storms can build up suddenly and dump torrential 
amounts of rain in short periods of time. If this happens pull over and wait for the 
storm to pass. Also make sure you park in areas where you won’t get bogged. And if 
you have passengers in the back tray, make sure they take a tarp or raincoats with 
them at all times, even if the weather seems fine. During cyclone season, avoid 
driving when there is a strong wind warning or heavy rain as flying branches and 
debris may damage the car and the insurance does not cover you if you have an 
accident. 


